Friday, December 05, 2008
Welcome to our tour Umbria; Rome to Assisi.  We hope to answer any questions you may have with this introduction to our tour, but if we miss something, please don't hesitate to ask. In an effort to be succinct we have listed information under headings. You may want to print out this letter for future reference. Rather than sending shorter messages with specific information, we are sending you everything we have to date. So without further adieu here we go:
Payment
The total tour cost is projected to be $1,800, based on an exchange rate of $1.35 per Euro. We feel safe on collecting funds based on that rate as it has been in the $125 -130 range for a few months. This would make a final payment of $1,300 due on or before January 15, 2009.  Note however that Tom mistakenly told most of you to make a $600 deposit, so the Patnoe’s do need to make the $1,300 payment each, but everyone else paid the larger deposit so their final payment need only be $1,200 each. Sorry for the confusion, my excuse (lame as it is) is that we have so many tours running that I lost track of which deposit amount applied to which tour. Please make your check out to: Tom Leever and mail it to us at 173 Asa Grout Lane; Perkinsville, VT 05151. 
Cancellation Policy
There is a $50 BAC fee and a $25 administrative fee for cancellation.  Any additional refund will depend on our ability to find a replacement from the wait list. If we can fill it immediately, you will still get a full refund, less the $75 administrative fee. If we are unable to fill your position, any refund will be based on your share of the fixed costs like the luggage van and leader/driver expenses that will be deducted from your eventual refund.  Whatever we can recover, you will get back after the tour is completed and final accounting takes place.

Schedule of Events
Arrival/Departure hotel:
Holiday Inn Rome Euro Park dei Medici; Viale Castello della Magliana, 65  00148 Rome-Italy  Contact: Sig.ra Manuela Bonucci; 
E-Mail: groupreservation@holidayinn-eur.it; WEB:  www.holidayinn-eur.it 
Ph: [39] 06/65581 Ext 827    FAX: [39] 06/6557005
Location: The Holiday Inn Rome E.P.M. is located near the autostrada between the Fiumicino airport and the center of Rome.  There is a complimentary courtesy van to and from the airport and the center of Rome. 
Hotel Shuttle: The hotel courtesy van has stops at the Fiumicino airport and the center of Rome.  See Pg 5 or on the web site click on the Site Map for the bus schedule. 

Arrival Day of Tour

We meet in Rome on Saturday, April 25 at the Holiday Inn Rome E.P.M. If you want to book additional nights prior to the tour start or after the tour ends at the Holiday Inn, our group rate does not apply.  Sig.ra Manuela Bonucci quoted me rates for April 23, single room € 149 and double room € 179. For April 24 the rate is € 139 for all types of rooms. We will advise you later how to find us at the hotel.
Transfer to Montefiascone 

At around 9:00 AM on Sunday, April 26 we will load luggage and bike boxes onto our private bus for transport to the Hotel Altavilla in Montefiascone.  We should arrive around 11:30 AM with the afternoon free to prepare your bikes and take a short loop ride to the shore of Lago di Bolsena. Bike boxes will be stored in Montefiascone at the hotel.  Our first group dinner is April 26 in Montefiascone.
Final Day of Tour:

We bike from Sorano to Montefiascone on Thursday, May 7 to arrive back at the Hotel Altavilla in the early afternoon. Our route is 55 kilometers. Plan to ride to the hotel in the morning and pack your bike that afternoon.  The bus will depart from the Altavilla on Friday, May 8 at 7:45 AM for a drop off at the Fiumicino airport by 10:00 AM.  Thursday is the final hotel stay included in the tour. Note that we (and a couple of others) will not travel back to Rome on the bus as we head north to lead the Green Roads of Tuscany Tour right after you depart.
Meals 

Meals that are paid out of the tour funds include 5 dinners and 13 breakfasts.  Group dinners are included in the tour for the following days and towns:  April 26 in Montefiascone; April 28 in Todi; May 4 in Piegaro, May 5 in Sorano; May 7 in Montefiascone.
For the dinners on your own, plan to spend approximately 35 Euros for a modest dinner for 2 with a glass of wine and no dessert. 
Happy Hour:
We will always include a ‘route rap’ the day before each ride. Due to the limited size of hotel rooms, we will usually meet in a designated location at the hotel, like the breakfast area or a conference room.  We will either bring in our own beverages and minimal snacks or purchase them from the hotel. There will be little ice or refrigeration available so we will provide local red and white wine and drinks that can be enjoyed at room temperature or slightly chilled. Snacks at the Happy Hour will be minimal, healthy and authentic Italian fare.
Maps, Cue Sheets & Hotel List:

We will mail maps and cue sheets several weeks prior to the trip. Please, remember to pack your map and cue sheets.  GPS Routes and electronic cue sheets are available now.  E-mail Tom if you would like either or both at tleever@tds.net.  
Attached on page 4 is a hotel contact list which is handy to leave with anyone in the States should they need to contact you during the trip.
Suggestions for Packing:

A soft sided moderate-sized suitcase is easier to fit into the luggage van. Due to limited space we must limit everyone one moderate bag and one small carry-on per person. PLEASE attach a LUGGAGE TAG to ALL of your bags.  You must be capable of transferring your bag to and from the luggage van.
PACKING;  include your passport, any travel information and map and cue sheets. Helmets are required, simple tools, spare tubes and a spare tire (if you have an unusual size) portable pump, water bottle and energy bars.  The van will have a floor pump, a couple of 700x23 tires and a pedal wrench and other basic tools. In the event of rain, you may need long fingered gloves, shower cap, shoe covers, long tights and a wind breaker/waterproof jacket. If you like to stop and sight see during your ride consider carrying a bike lock. If you use electronic devices, pack cords for re-charging them and electrical converters. A reading light and ear plugs may be useful. There is no need for formal attire at dinner.  A step up from jeans would be nice and have a long-sleeved jacket for the evening.
Gearing for your bike:

The hills in Umbria are gradual but frequent and some could be long. We recommend that your bike is equipped with a granny gear or with gearing that is comparable to a granny gear. 
Expenses:

Your $500 deposit and final payment of $1,300 (or $1,200 see note under payment) should cover the costs as described in the BAC web page description along with the meals mentioned. Tom and I will share in van driver duties. After the tour we will provide a report of all expenses and return any money that is owed above the expenses. 
Travel Tips

CREDIT CARD-YOU SHOULD CALL YOUR CREDIT CARD COMPANIES PRIOR TO DEPARTURE.  You may find their fraud protection service has cut-off your credit line mid-purchase.  Your best exchange rate is through an ATM machine. You may want to check with your bank to be sure you can access ATM’s in Europe. You should limit your password to 4 characters!! 
CELL PHONES-We have purchased cell phones with a chip in the States as well as in Europe. We then buy a phone chip in Europe at an incremental rate, say € 10.  You can always buy another chip or extend the service if necessary. If you are using your U.S. phone, just be sure that it is unlocked prior to departure.  Some cell companies have good European connectivity (such as T-Mobile), and you could choose to use them and pay roaming charges for use in emergencies.  Remember however that you would pay the roaming charge on very call to Italy, such as contacting hotels or us.
LANGUAGE-Although it is a good idea to have the command of a few phrases in Italian, you can be understood speaking English in the larger cities and at most hotel check-in desks and restaurants. If not, my advice is to use hands signals and a few key words in English. You will usually get your idea across.  When in doubt, always ask someone. Menus are the biggest problem as they generally are not in English. Therefore, you should bring a phrase book like Rick Steve’s Italian Phrase Book and Dictionary.  You can access on-line language resources.  See below.  I will include a translation note card with your cue sheets for cycling in case you need to ask for simple directions.
TRAINS-At the train stations there is always an information office staffed by people who speak English.  You can always request a printed copy of your train schedule with the "Binario” numbers or platform number noted along with the departure/arrival schedule. There are color coded “arrivare” or arrival and “partire” or departure schedules posted in the train station as well.  Be sure to TIME-STAMP your train ticket before you board the train.  There are yellow boxes placed around the binario/platform area where you time-stamp your ticket.  Once you have boarded the train it is too late to do this.  When the conductor checks your ticket he may fine you if your ticket is not stamped.

Train schedules and purchase tickets: www.trenitalia.it
Car rental: www.europcar.com
Hotels: www.eurocheapo.com
Language sites:  http://www.single-serving.com/Italian/print.html  http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/italian/lj/handy/language_notes/
http://www.cyberitalian.com/cgi-local/index_visitors.cgi
My e-mail:  julieleever@tds.net
Please note that we have rented a van that is suitable to carry luggage but does not accommodate more than 3 people. Bikes will be difficult to transport on the van.  The vehicle’s primary purpose is to transport luggage.  We recommend that you are comfortable riding 40 miles per day prior to the start of the tour and that you pack clothing appropriate to ride comfortably should we experience rain.
Looking forward to riding with you on our tour;

Tom and Julie Leever
Included: 1. Hotel contact list   2.Holiday Inn Rome Shuttle Bus Schedule
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	Week Day
	Date
	Location
	Hotel Name
	Proprietor Name
	Phone
	E-Mail
	Web Site

	Sat
	April 25
	Rome
	Holiday Inn Rome Eur
	Manuela Bonucci    
	39-06/65581 
	groupreservation@holidayinn-eur.it
	holidayinn-eur.it

	Sun
	April 26
	Montefiascone
	Hotel Altavilla
	Umberto & Iryna
	39-0761 826414   
	info@altavillahotel.com
	altavillahotel.com  

	Mon
	April 27
	Orvieto
	Hotel Aquila Bianca
	Elisabetta 
	39-0763/341246 
	info@hotelaquilabianca.it
	argoweb.it/hotel_aquilabianca  

	Tues-Wed
	April 28-29
	Todi
	Hotel Tuder
	Isauro Longari
	39-0758/942184    
	hoteltuder@libero.it
	hoteltuder.com  

	Thur-Fri
	Apr 30-May 1
	Montefalco
	Hotel degli Affreschi
	Michela Metelli
	39-0742/379243    
	hotelnuovomondo@tiscali.it
	paginegialle.it/nuovomondo  

	Sat-Sun
	May 2-3
	Assisi
	Hotel Windsor Savoia
	Fabrizio Leggio
	39-0758/12210    
	booking@hotelwindsorsavoia.it
	hotelwindsorsavoia.it  

	Mon
	May 4
	Piegaro
	Ca' de' Principi
	Antonella/Anna Maria       
	39-0758/358040   
	cadeprincipi@dimorastorica.it
	dimorastorica.it

	Tues-Wed
	May 5-6
	Sorano
	Villaggio Le Querce
	Enrico Lupi
	39-0564/632031    
	info@villaggiolequerce.com
	booking.com

	Thur
	May 7
	Montefiascone
	Hotel Altavilla
	Umberto & Iryna
	39-0761 826414   
	info@altavillahotel.com
	altavillahotel.com  

	Fri
	May 8
	Fiumicino
	Deliver to airport
	 
	 
	 
	 


	Hotel
P.zza Venezia
(42, via del Teatro Marcello - Bar "Antico Caffè")
	P.zza Venezia
(42, via del Teatro Marcello - Bar "Antico Caffè")
Hotel

	09.30 am
	10.00 am

	11.45 am
	12.15 am

	04.00 pm
	04.30 pm

	07.30 pm
	08.00 pm

	Hotel
Fiumicino Airport
Departures - Terminal A/B/C
	Fiumicino Airport
Arrivals - Terminal C
Shuttle bus hotels area
Hotel

	07.00 am
	07.15 am

	07.45am
	08.00 am

	08.30am
	09.00 am

	10.30 am
	10.45 am

	02.30 pm
	02.45 pm

	05.15 pm
	05.30 pm

	07.00 pm
	07.15 pm

	08.30 pm
	09.00 pm
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